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Retro is now mainstream, oking at most of
the spring 2010

letls Iook at what's next collections, you might

fot notice it at firse,
- -

'n frame fashlon but the vintage trend
i\ d_\ ng. ‘luu \\.na:|"|: notce it ]n‘L.nh'l\'
the oversized aviators and modified
wayfarers favoured by hipsters
everywhere still dominate almost
every collection.

Bur lean in. Look a little closer
There’s something clse there. Something
new, Something fun. Something that
wsn't a chunky black plastic P32
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Top: Frost

From left: Karl Lagerfeld KL 676,

Face 4 Face lvory and O'Connell by l.a. Eyeworks

Aher a dismal awtumn m which
almost every collection was using
the sam shapes ani thi same prlerte,
Spring 2010 marks a change. Theres

L= MmMore

more diversite in shape, |
coldonr and, in general, more
.Ill.l CNTIRMCARTICSS, ‘Il.ll'l]r..ll. TRrers

are @ T

ally ateribuning this

i1l l'\‘.l\l!'.!_' CORSIETCT m.ﬁ.h-m ¢ in

conomy Bt it’s also becans

we've reached that time 1int

desum ovele where a domimane
wrendd has become so universal
anel marnstream that designers

are reering hored.and creanive

“l1' not the only noket,” says
Linda Multord-Fum, who desyms
collecrons including Roors and
Alfred Sung for Centennial Ohpuical

“In my opimion, it only a small

segnient uf the markes: chats willing

ter wear thar vintagre, It's not worth

eving vintage tF v don't addd a
madern bwist 1o 19 vou're just
going 10 take the same old P'3 you

diel years ago, what’s the poimne:”

Shape

Blick plastac wayfare

are evenowhere

H'Id l"ﬂ'-\' lll.i:ln‘.ll.']‘l' Tf'lfl‘*.'li ity

t collections, For anen,

the chosce is pretty much a Bodidy

1Helly frame or 2 ~|t|'|'-|r.- meral

mindified rectangele

Bur the vintage trames are

taking on a hife of therr oswn, mostly

through colosr and partern. There

are a

category now, as well as nchly
tentiared acetates. For l'l.l1|'|[!|\',
Calitormias Lo Evewnrks has
breathed new life inte 1es collection

with a green and black stnped

moxiel, They're also leading the
charge with one of the season’s
bottest eremds: grachent frames
More and more Frames have I\l_:ﬂ:-:'
fromts thar <hsft From one eolour on
the rop w another on the botzom

Ie's moe a tradetional laminated look

Trasteach o
are lazmenated top oo bostom with a
smonth transibon Froan, sav, brown
tortoise on top to purple acctate
brclow the eve.

IF voou want o see vintage gone

swilil, v e Look no further than

Toronto's Rapp Optscal. These
are b plastae frames with nchly
textured frones in comfbortable
eolours. They're Frames with

character.

1 IMeene Tortalse Branmies in ghis

frone oo bae L [ltl acerates

Whar's

1MPsrTAne 6 remember

abwwir the vintage trend s
that it noe baby boomers
locrking hack ta the glasses of

their ¢hildho

=1 think people are having fun

with [the vintage wrend|,” cavs Robert
Sehienbery, head of commumcatons
for Marchon Ey
there would alwavs be references

10 Clark Kent or Buddy Holly, b

theres a new generation wearing

wear. “Hestoncally,

them who don't know wha Clark
kent or Buaddy Hally are

(ne I‘.I‘.Fh RTANE New \h_ll'\-n‘ Is an

lmaond. Ther

PSWEPE 3l or

¢ are
A 1‘L WolIeratwns on |t|L f'l'l.lTL oL, Al
they' e takiny the place once held In
the cat eve. These are not sharply
peaked frames hke the traditional cae,

though they are imspared by them,

CRIETICTS AT SaVving.

Not surprsingly, Latont hus been

selling pust such a new shape. Bt

w0 have others. lvory by Face 3 Face
sits o the u'h'_l' i* this tremdd, and
Schienbierg savs that has compar

Karl [-,:j._'». e

upswept almond Aving off she

d cellection

1as seem its

ik,
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Metal

While mod:fied receangles in classic
or flav metals remam pupulae
mainstream choaces, many designers

are N\Iﬂg newer cute: IK‘I\lllnE.: ]l'll.[

g H.'i:h'l'll!lul!'i 1o ercate new
lovks. In some cases, what they're
dhvimy 1 sirmficant enoagh that the
result almost neads o be considened
a new shape, even thongrh the ase
still genuds 1o be 2 modified rectangle
On the more mainstream side,
there are frames such as a new
Rimprage o Viva Evewear.
It lesks a loa Tike the sphe-temple
frmes that rose in popularty at
the beginning of the millennnom,

bast the cutour is interrupeed by a

stylish logo plagque decorated with
rhinestones

For pure effect, it's hard to beat
Frowt's F-Type trames. Some contras
a rectangular eas with an artistae,
ronnder cyewsre, Thesr cntours are
dramatac aned accented with bold
codours. They also stand ot becase
||"|;|r|:h ”Iillil']\ are nqat r('rl.l“l:l]llr.
mstead plaving up rounder and oval

for women.

shapes, parncularly
Archivecturally, some of the

oSt imteresing Il.'ll]i?]t.'\ worne from

Eyenipma, the voung collection of
loronto dessgier Steprhen Kapesor,
His cut and folded temples are
three dumenstonal, as well as

colourful. Three-dimenssonal mesal

temples are another strong tremd,

16 OPTICAL PRISM | LMAYIIUNE 2000

and many eollections use simpler
appr vaches w gl effect, often
nariving strips of metals i

COnTrasteng colours,

Materials
Marrying matenials 1s a big erend
A this season. b began with

designers applving plastic temples 10
metal franes in order to hase more
devaranive nprinns As 111('[.11 t|.'l[|||l|.'\
widened, thanks o hghoweigh:
materials suech as traniem and
alumum, that becamie less

HIISUS ST '[inla_h SRNE dfe pattimg
thin meral remples on wader plastic
fromis. Wesean Opncal i Montreal
has Blended a meral frone with
patterned TRYD wemples 1o ereate
HIOFE SXCILEMENT, $ays Hn.'\.'u:rl}.
Suliteanu, who oversees eollectsons
inchuding Khik Denmark, Fysh UK
k
Face a Face takes th

and Evar

materials

marriige trend about as Far as it
should go, Their Naomn frame has
acetate temples, combnned with
fronts made our of mo Livers of
metal in contrasung colours

The higgrer trend m materials,
however, 1s the continued risc of
natural maternls, Without o doula,
wood is Teading the trend. There are
classae hxury looks from Gold &

Wonnl, Teka or Lumiere, and also

more exerting applications. f

example Woend Look WLOA2 s 3

vintage frame in acetate with
lamenated weoodd in a wave pattern
adorming the temples

Hisrs s also ™ n|ml_|r,

particularly an thone vintage hipsier

frames. 1t5 a2 matenal that woes the
stvle, even af ammal pars might
scem an el Fanbion choee e
uthan sophisticates. But, as one
designer said, "1 suppose vou can
wiar cow ironically,”

Srakeskin, be a real, fake or just
part of a pattern, is also meluded on
the lnnpick ol many collections this

SCAMOT,

Textures and patterns
Waound and hern are expensave al
ditticult tr work with. Vancouver
dessgner Mehran Baghaie has long
addinired the look of hom, anid thes
vear broughr out g new Speaacle
Eveworks collection using horn-
patterned plastc | he retro-looking
frames have sharply contrastng
tones in the horm parterns, and
a wold inday on the temples 15
reminiscent of 2 Masome emblen.
Becanse matte black s ven
much in fashion, dessymers are doing
all sores of things to make st more
interesang. {ne approach s a
striared acetate. Dlone i black or
hrown, it IVES 2w wl Eram cffect

thart lowsks gossd, bie st om an La.

Eyewaorks frame or 3 modern vintage

Fendi FN32.
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Clockwise from top lefu
Wood Look WLOEZ, Cloud

by l.a. Eyeworks. Fendi FE52,
Spectacle Eyeworks, hand.
painted Alfred Sung, Rampage

from Viva, Evatik from Wescan.
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Wescan cerrainly picked up on
the narural marenals trend. They
used a bambaoo pattern on Fysh
Trmp|n last yean, and this vear have
woodspattermed acetaze 1emples wath
metal fronts for men’s Fyauk frames.

“We nsend a lot of patterned
acetate this vear, particularly on the
franes,” savs Suliteanu, adding that
she chose subtle luee or camouflage
prarterns with a translucent
hackground,

One reason why patterns are
gettmg more bvely amd comieon
is that 1t getting casier to do short
runs of highly spectalized plastc,
For example, Centennial Oprecal
had a Roots hang tag and T-shirt
vonverted for use on therr frames.
The company that does i1 rakes the

Purple

on the n
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graphic, applics st o a4 eolowred
plastac and Farmimates a than, clear
CIRIE ni En]).

“This whole thiny stared due 1o
frustration in geting plastics,” says
Mulfeard-FHum. “Plastics explnded
oo the last few vears and people
were looking tor fasrer ways to grer
plastsc made, This is very fast 'I]w:v
can make these liminate shecis ina
day.” Regular lamunared plastic,
by comterast, can take menchs
re-order, she adds, "For somenne
prexiucing trames who needs frames

anud repeats quickly, iv's wonderful”

Colour
[he big. excating news this season,
huu CVCLL IS ;]i'-utl( ('n!dll_ll’. | ast f.i".

everythimgr was black, rortonse or

l’!

»mains the big fashion f.tfloul‘
this season, with teal and L uoise
Bothegrends are 3vident

in the Frost F-Ty ectio

dark, l_'.lﬂh::' colours. There were
cven three collections Featurng
frames m a colour called “Mud.”

Not this spring. Black and
tortoise are still going strong,
partcularly on the vintage frames,
brat colour s defimtely back.

Frame colours, other than
neutrals, tend to follow fashon, This
vear, purple is continuing as the big
fashwon colour. Purples show up in
almost every collectson, amd it works
well with other colours, That might
explamn why it's showing up in so
many gradient sunglasses,

Moving in o replace purple 1
this spring’s hot new colour category:
blue-greens, Many collections are
s teal or wrgquaise. Some have
transJucent teal acetate, others a
StrOnger turguoase an et

Orrange s also Asing onee
Ag‘&ili. It not n.'|'ll'.\} suntlower
OTAR s or L‘Jlt]t[. forra cukia,
thu m;.:ll. I'he RIS are wari and
wlimsical, sometime reminiscent of
x Creanwicle. Red s also 2 popular
colour thas season, It a niche coloer,
andd Farrly braghe this vear, but it's
one that designers say sells well

i Canada.

The spring collections are a hreath
af fresh aie. Desigrers have begun
to turn thor backs on the recession
a l:\'c__i,'lu-n buvers are h«;.‘i'nt:'lll'g
adventurous once suain, Mo
frames are sull conservative, going
for the long plav. Bet whimsy is
making as way hack imo sovle,
Exen men's frames are becoming
maore colourful

You tmight still sell nvore ssmple
metal rectangles or black waytarers
thar anything else, But there's
choice again, and thars always a

!,:uml [hll]j_{ L]





